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TOPIC: Safe Start Update & Metric Update                                                                                         October 29, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Staff,  
 
As you know, we have been working closely with the Wayne County Health Division to monitor local COVID-19 
cases and positivity rates, as well as our safety strategies that have developed as a result of our Safe Start. 
According to the County, both the number of COVID-19 cases and the positivity rate in Wayne County are 
increasing. 
 
 A key metric for determining whether our schools stay open or close will be guided by transmission rates within 
our schools. To date, we have been fortunate and have not had any such cases. Ultimately, we will use this data 
and be able to determine classroom closures, school closures, and/or district closure based on this information 
(and corresponding community data). 
 
At the same time, as we have shared before, school safety is a community effort. We know that in-person classes 
are the best way for our students to learn, and benefit students’ social, emotional and academic growth, and we 
are doing all we can to keep our school buildings open for all those who choose the in-person option. However, 
we can only control the mitigation practices and safety measures in place in our school buildings. To date, we 
have established cleaning schedules and practices that encompass all elements of our Safe Start plan.   
Additionally, we have ordered everything from paper towels and cleaning gloves to ultra-barriers and plexi-glass 
for student separation and safety. 
 
I encourage you to continue to have frequent conversations with your children about COVID-19 safety. This 
includes wearing a cloth face covering or mask when in close proximity with others, practicing frequent hand 
washing, staying home when sick and watching for potential symptoms of illness before going to school each day. 
We know it’s hard, but when possible, stay away from family gatherings and other indoor activities that increase 
the spread of COVID-19. 
 
We will continue to work closely with the County and monitor our schools. It is possible that we will reach a point 
where we are required to pause face-to-face learning and shift exclusively to remote learning. We have a plan in 
place and are confident in our ability to switch to remote learning, should the need arise.  
 
In the meantime, we will remain vigilant as we continue to utilize the safety practices that we know are working 
in our school buildings.  
 
Thank you for your continued partnership and patience during this time. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Douglas Mentzer 

 

Douglas Mentzer, Superintendent 


